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This Spring’s Most Anticipated
New Books, in Pictures

The artist Sophie von Hellermann, whose new solo show opens in London this summer, illustrates scenes from this season’s new releases.

Feb. 20,2020
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Writers & Lovers
A novel by Lily King

And the toasts reveal everything: the rancor between the two families, the promiscuity, the unrequited loves, the bad behavior, the last-minute confessions — all
delivered in drunken tangents that end with saccharine platitudes.

Having eschewed a more certain path in favor of the writing life, a 31-year-old waitress in 1990s Boston struggles to finish her first book despite her ever-ballooning debt
and her sorrow over the recent death of her mother. As she does, she becomes involved with two men — one a successful novelist — and must decide what other bets to
make on her future. To be published by Grove Press on March 3.
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Cleanness
A novel by Garth Greenwell

We were packed together now, barely moving though I still felt the impulse to move, the impulse of the crowd behind me. We were penned in, almost brushing shoulders
with the people beside us, and I felt M. draw closer to me.

An American recounts episodes from his years as a teacher, and as a gay man, amid the crumbling concrete and political unease of Sofia, Bulgaria, where he seeks to
learn the shape of his own desires, even as they bring pain along with pleasure. He spends much of the book heartbroken over the dissolution of a happy relationship,
and yet new connections seem to be the only cure. Published by Farrar, Straus and Giroux on Jan. 14.
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Amnesty
A novel by Aravind Adiga

Danny was supposed to wait outside, or buy himself a coffee, or walk about Kings Cross, or stand at the Coca-Cola sign and watch the traffic below until she texted him

— All done mate — and then he hopped, skipped, and leaped back to their place, just like in the triple jump, went in through the glass door and up to Dr. Prakash’s sixth-
floor flat, straightening it all up, the bed and the bedsheets.

An undocumented Tamil immigrant doing his best to blend in and get by in Sydney, Australia, Danny is forced to re-examine the terms of his own invisibility when a
woman whose house he cleans is murdered. He’s fairly sure the crime was committed by another one of his clients — a man quick to remind him that in coming forward
Danny might easily disrupt his own safety. Published by Scribner on Feb. 18.
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Interior Chinatown
Anovel by Charles Yu

This is your chance.
You turn to Green and Turner. You say your line, remembering to do the accent.

GENERIC ASIAN MAN
Okay. I help you.

Oriental music plays as we
SMASH TO BLACK

Willis Wu, an actor on the television show “Black and White,” longs to be cast as “Kung Fu Guy,” but is instead relegated to “Generic Asian Man” and other more minor
characters. From his place on the sidelines, he has a clear view of the longstanding racism perpetrated against him and his fellow Asian-Americans, but, through love
(and the law), finds a way to expand his dreams and become a key player, both in the show and in his life. Published by Pantheon on Jan. 28.
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Postcolonial Love Poem
Poems by Natalie Diaz

I wondered
what I would look like if the darkened chambers of my body
were unlocked. What streams of light might escape me and reveal

about the things I collect and hide, and is there a difference
between aperture and wound.



Diaz jumps from imagery of love to that of pain and back again with poems that ask what it means to feel desire in a nation that has attempted to rob Native Americans
of their humanity: As she writes in the title poem, “I learned Drink in a country of drought.” The above passage, from “Cranes, Mafiosos, and a Polaroid Camera,”
recounts a conversation between the narrator and her troubled brother that leaves the former thinking about all she carries within her. To be published by Graywolf on
March 3.

About the artist: Sophie von Hellermann was born in Munich and lives between Kent, England, and London, where she graduated from the Royal College of Art in 2001. Her paintings, some of which
are in the permanent collections of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, have a wispy, watery quality and explore subjects ranging from science to pop culture
to ancient mythology. She is represented by Greene Naftali gallery in New York, which staged a show of her work last year. Her latest paintings are on view at Newgate Gap, a project space on the
coast of Margate, England, through April 10, and a solo show of her work will open at Pilar Corrias Gallery in London on June 25.
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